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The Missouri Synod in Northwestern Ohio 


REV. GEORGE MAASSEL, Napoleon, O. 


II 
Adam Detzer, Circuit Rider, 1846—1852 


Adam Detzer, the first Reiseprediger and permanent resident 
pastor in Northwestern Ohio, was one of the humble bricks that 
went into the foundation of the Missouri Synod. The founding of 
an orthodox Lutheran Synod in America was almost a passion with 
the Loehe emissaries, evidently inspired by Loehe himself, who in 
those years was wont to emphasize the Church’s work among the 
German immigrants in America as more important than foreign 
missions in heathen lands. Detzer therefore was present at the 
_ meeting in Cleveland in September, 1845, as well as at the meeting 
in Fort Wayne in July, 1846. Although he was not present at the 
first synodical convention in Chicago, in 1847, his name, un- 
doubtedly sponsored: by Dr. Sihler, was entered as one of the ten 
advisory pastors who were charter members of the Missouri Synod. 
With him was also enrolled his classmate and colleague Pastor 
J. Trautmann of Danbury, Ohio. Pastor Lochner, who had already 
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left Northwestern Ohio, did not become a member of Synod 


until 1848. 
_ Detzer had succeeded already in 1846 to organize three con- 


-gtegations. The first was St. James’s, near Bryan; the second, 


Zion, near Edgerton; and the third, St. James’s, Fulton County, 
the last being organized August 23, 1846. Zion was probably the 
largest and most progressive of the three, for it immediately erected 
a log church, which was dedicated on Easter Sunday, 1846. Infor- 
mation concerning St. James’s, Bryan, is very meager, because the 
congregation was always small and after about forty years passed 


out of existence. Nevertheless, it was Detzer’s first love, and from — 


its membership he also chose his wife, a Miss Neidhardt; and as 
long as Detzer resided in Williams County, St. James’s was his 
“home.” Of Zion’s first church he reported to Loehe: “It is a log 
church and a very picture of poverty, for it lacks a shingle roof, 
pulpit, and altar. Still there was great joy at its dedication, and 
yet greater joy June 7, when Holy Communion was celebrated for 
the first time. For this latter occasion the church was decorated 
_ with flowers, wreaths, and trees, and a banner was hung up, which 
welcomed the Lord and His minister. What the immigrants who 
constituted this congregation had not seen for a long time, the 
sacted vessels of the Sacrament, a crucifix, and a pastor’s robe, they 
now saw again for the first time. It made them feel very much 
at home.” * agen 
That so much success in so short a time and such joyous ex- 
periences filled the young missionary with greater zeal and ambition 
is self-evident. If there was a German anywhere in the woods, 
Detzer was bound to find him. In a lengthy correspondence dated 
February 4, 1847, he reported that his field now consisted of three 
congregations and four preaching-places. To make the entire 
circuit he had to travel 70 miles, which in summer he could accom- 
plish in two weeks. In winter, however, it required three and even 
four weeks. In January he had discovered two more settlements, 
of which one appeared very promising to him. He also found 
families in which the English language was supplanting the mother 
tongue of the immigrants, and he thought of the advisability of 
preaching in English as well as in German. Bad roads, he com- 
plains, were his worst handicaps. He ventured the opinion that 
Williams County presented the worst roads in all North America. 
For several weeks there would be no arrival of any mail. But even 
_ if Detzer complained of bad roads, they did not stop him. In the 
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spring of 1847 he confirmed six persons in Zion, Edgerton. In June 
he had confirmation in St. James’s, Fulton County, about 30 miles 
distant from Zion, and in this confirmation class were two adults, 
married women. At St. James’s, Bryan, the second house of wor- 


ship, another log church, was erected in 1847. 

In 1848 Pastor Detzer still more enlarged the place of his tent 
and lengthened his cords. His field increased to a total of ten 
places, and the complete circuit of all the stations was 125 miles. 


It is not possible to locate each of the seven preaching-places. 


Most of them were possibly in Williams County, but the work 


extended beyond Fulton County to the extreme eastern part of 


Henry County, some of the people served residing even in Lucas 


County. There is an early reference to Texas, a small river town — 


near the Henry-Lucas county line. 
The labors and achievements of Detzer during these’ three 


years were truly prodigious, for the territory he served was 


swampy forest land with no roads worthy the name of a road 
and with no bridges to span even the larger streams. In such a large 
field, where travel was so difficult, the work could not well be done 
as promptly and as thoroughly as it should have been done. School- 
teaching was impossible for the pastor, although he mentions school 
early in his career. Even the confirmation instruction ‘must have 
been pitifully inadequate in such a large field. In most cases it 
devolved upon the parents to teach the children German reading 
and the Catechism. In those days some church-members un- 
doubtedly grew up altogether illiterate. Few of the older members, 
being immigrants, were well established in Lutheran doctrine and 
practice, and therefore divisions and dissensions in the small con- 
gregations occurred from time to time. It is worthy of note, how- 
ever, that the young pastor could boast early in his career that he 
had gained readers for Der Lutheraner. Nevertheless, St. James’s, 
Bryan, suffered the loss of some members because of these dis- 
sensions, and in St. James’s, Fulton County, differences in doc- 
trinal matters delayed the erection of a church until the year 1851. 
It, too, was a log church, and the pastor complains that because 
of his isolation it was impossible for him to have a guest preacher. 
Again and again Detzer also denounced the meddling tactics of 
the Methodists, whom he likened to cuckoos, which lay their 
miserable eggs in other birds’ nests. Another sect that caused him 
much trouble were the Anabaptists, or Mennonites, who had settled 
early in Fulton County and today occupy a large territory in that 
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‘county. In the end the lack of thorough indoctrination and con- 
‘tinual guidance of necessity left its mark upon the congregations, 
and even the pastor was affected by it. Despite these handicaps, 
however, Detzer labored to establish Lutheran congregations of the . 


Missouri Synod. St. James’s, Bryan, became a member congrega- 

tion of the Missouri Synod in 1850, and Zion, Edgerton, and 

St. James’s, Fulton County, in .1852. ; ~ 
During the first years Pastor Detzer received some financial 


support from Germany. Living conditions were extremely primi- 


tive, and stark poverty was the lot of every backwoods settlement. 
Very little money was in circulation and fortunately little could 
and had to be bought. From June, 1846, to June, 1847, Pastor 
Detzer conducted 22 services at St. James’s, Fulton County, and 
drew the munificent salary of $17.40. Of this sum only $14.40 was 
in cash, while $2.00 was given in oats and $1.00 for shoe repairing. 
In the succeeding twelvemonth the pastor conducted only 21 ser- 
vices and the salary amounted to $13.95. Since the shoe-repair 
item is not mentioned again, only two conclusions seem probable: 
either the pastor really got a dollar’s worth of repairing and did 


‘not need such services again, or the pastor’s shoes deteriorated so_ 


fast that they were beyond repair the following year. 
_ The ten places which Pastor Detzer served by the end of 1848 


‘did not exhaust the possibilities of the field. When he began to 


labor in Defiance early in 1851 his mission posts had increased to 
fourteen. Defiance, which then had a population of 700 to 1,000, 
was the richest strike the eager young missionary had yet made, or 
was to make, for it was and still is the largest municipality of the 
entire territory. On its site had once stood the largest Indian village 
of the Maumee Valley. Henry Howe relates in his Historical 
Collections of Ohio: “When General Anthony Wayne arrived at 
this place, August 7, 1794, his army found a highly cultivated 
country, there being vegetables of every kind in abundance and not 
less than 1,000 acres of corn around the Indian town, besides im- 


-mense apple- and peach-orchards. It had been a great trading- 


point between the Canadian French and the Indians.” Here Wayne 
built against the Indians his Fort Defiance, which gave the city its 
name. In the War of 1812 another fort was erected on this 
notable site and named, after the general of that campaign, Fort 
Winchester. The building of the canals and later the canal traffic 
produced a miniature boom for the backwoods town. It was 
ptobably for this reason that Pastor August Knape turned to 


70 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


Pastor Detzer’s Financial Report of St. James’s, Fulton County 
(Translation) 


Receipts in Germantown in the first year, from June 22, 1846, to the same 
Tote iy adi Total, $17.40. In cash, $14.40; in oats, $2.00; in cobbler work, $1.00. 
‘oO 

The contributors were the following: 1. Krausz, $2.00; John Sere 
Te 90; 3. Ditto, $ .94; 4. Mich. Leininger, $2.00; an teenltaiieten (2) 5)- Sis 
6. “Old” Kiefer, $1. 88; 7. Konr. Kutzli, $1.88; 8. Pet. Weber, $1.00; 9. Bs 
Leininger, $2.00; 10. Georg Leininger, a 00; 11. “Old” Krieger, $ .50; 12. Sigg, 
$ .94; 13. Pet. Fekley, $ .11. Total, $17.4 

Perquisites for confirmation: Sein, ‘Leininger, Sr., $1.00; Georg Leininger, 
$1.00; Kutzli (2), $1.88; Collection Leininger, $1.15. Total, $5. 03. ausz, bap- 
tism of child, $ 50 

Preached in the first year until the end of June, 22 times. 

Receipts in second year, from June 22, 1847, to July, 1848: $10.01. From 

Peter Weber, $ .50; John Leininger, $1 94; 3. Peter Leu, $ .50; 4. John 

Kellen S250* 5. Konrad Kutelt $1 ae 6. SSohanaiaa Spies, $1.00; 7. a Leininger, 
$1.94; 8. Wilh. (S)eichardt, $ 50; 9. Fr. Krausz, $1.00; 10. Sigg, $ .75;_ 11, Baily 
Bruehrscht (2), $ .50; 12. itheabatd, '$ 94; 13. “Old” Leininger, $1.00; 14. Michel 
(Leininger), $1.00. Total, $13 

Preached 21 times until ‘end - June in the second year; twice in July. 
From Krieger in a horse deal, $2.00 

13 times Florenztown Apam Detzer, Pastor 


—— a 


There is no record ae es ne sre ay left 
a ‘ 


munion service Bracied March 8, “1851, flieee awe 29° per- 
receiving the Sacrament. In April the Dtance congregation, 
. had previously been served by Pastor Knape, issued an in- 
rmal call to Pastor Detzer; but on May 29 a formal call, duly 
_ signed by the members, was extended to him. The installation, 
however, did not take place until August 2, 1851, when his class- 
mate Pastor Trautmann from Adrian, Mich. in a solemn service 
inducted Pastor Detzer into his pastorate in Defiance. In this 
a ony all forms were sctupulously observed, undoubtedly because 
St. John’s Congregation had been founded by Pastor Knape. 

Thus within less than seven years Pastor Detzer had filled 
four counties in Northwestern Ohio with the sound of the Gospel. 
He was now serving four organized congregations and ten preach- 
ing-places.. If the so-called roads were miserable, —and they 
were, — then the meeting-places were miserable, too. Public school- 
buildings, poor log churches, private log houses, and in some in- 
stances even barns were the places where the services had to be 
conducted. Yet members came long distances, some of them 
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riding in ox-carts, and insisted that they get their money’s worth 
_ from the preacher. Sermons lasting well over an hour and some- 


time was consumed lining the hymns; that is, each line, in some 
instances an entire stanza, was first read by the pastor and then 
; sung by the congregation. For these reasons the first Communion 
service conducted by Pastor Detzer in Defiance lasted from 9 A. M. 
to 2 P.M. 

In this manner Pastor Detzer labored and toiled in this vast 
field alone for almost seven years. He had occupied practically 
every strategic position in the territory. It may be a matter for 
regret that his achievements tended more toward quantity than 
quality, but the conditions prevailing at that time hardly permitted 
a different course. 


4 


Meanwhile the work of the Missouri Synod took root also in 
counties further south. The so-called Schumm settlement in Van 
__ Wert County was established in May and June of 1838. The 
- following year Pastor Wyneken began to serve these people; and 


times two hours were the rule. Hymn-books were rare, and much 
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when assistance came to him, the settlement was visited also by 
Schlatermund, Knape, and G. H. Jaebker. The first resident pastor 
at this settlement was J.G. Burger. He was one of the first two 


workers sent to America by Pastor Loehe. The other was Adam 
Ernst. Burger was born in Noerdlingen, Bavaria, July 4, 1816, 
and came with Ernst to America in 1842. The two had been 
directed by Loehe to Columbus, O., where they entered the service 
of the Ohio Synod. Burger found a field in Hancock County 
but met there with many difficulties and adversities. He also dis- 


covered that he was out of sympathy with the Ohio Synod because 


it lacked the Lutheranism which was Burget’s conviction. Im- 
mediately, therefore, after the Cleveland convention in 1845 Burger, 


Ernst, Sihler, and six others severed their connection with the Ohio 


Synod, stating their reasons in a letter dated September 18, 1845. 
Undoubtedly through the agency of Dr. Sihler, Pastor Burger came 
to Van Wert County. He organized Zion Congregation, June 14, 
1846. The constitution of the congregation provided that Zion 
would join the Lutheran synod which was to be founded in the 
near future, meaning, of course, the Missouri Synod. Burger, 
however, was not to live to see the founding of the Missouri Synod. 
He died of pneumonia, March 16, 1847, at the age of 31 years. 

In order that the provision of the constitution of the congre- 
gation might be carried out without delay, a successor to Pastor 
Burger was called immediately after his funeral, which was con- 


ducted by Dr. Sihler. Candidate J.G.Streckfusz of the Fort — 
Wayne Seminary was called. He attended the first synodical con- — 


vention at Chicago in 1847 and, after submitting to a colloquy, 
was received into membership with Synod, together with his con- 
gregation. With Zion Congregation there was joined also a 
St. Paul’s Congregation in Mercer County, which, however, did not 
become a member of the Missouri Synod and later was served by 
pastors of the Ohio Synod. In 1847 Pastor Streckfusz also or- 
ganized St. Thomas’s Congregation in Van Wert County, and this 
congregation became a member of the Missouri Synod in 1848. 
St. John’s near Convoy was probably organized about this time; 
but since it formed one parish with St. Thomas’s, and at times also 
with Zion, no historical records exist of the early years of this 
congregation. 

While Pastor Detzer labored alone in a much larger field in the 
northern counties, Van Wert County could soon boast a second 
pastor. This was J. G. Friedrich Nuetzel, who was ordained and 
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ia installed in St. Thomas’s by Dr. Sihler, February 4, 1849. Dis- 
- sensions in the congregation, however, made it imperative after 
a little more than a year that the pastor leave the congregation. 
__Hence Pastor Nuetzel accepted a call to Wittenberg, Franklin 
County, O., where he was installed August 4, 1850. Before the 
close of the year St. Thomas’s already had its second pastor, Can- 
didate Erhardt Riedel, a graduate of the Fort Wayne seminary, who 

was ordained and installed by Dr. Sihler, December 29, 1850. His 
| pastorate, too, was brief. Early in 1852 he followed a call to 
Franklin County, Mo. 

Another settlement of: Germans had been made in Auglaize 
County as early as 1833. These people had had many disappoint- 
ments with vagabond preachers; but if surmises are permitted, they 
may have enjoyed the services of Pastor Wyneken for a week 
in 1838. At any rate, when these people heard of the newly 
founded Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, they address-d 
an appeal to this body for a pastor. Early in 1848 their wish could 
be granted. On the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, 1848, Dr. Sihler, 
assisted by Pastor Streckfusz, ordained and installed Paulus Heid, 
a graduate of the Fort Wayne seminary, in two congregations in 
Auglaize County. But the two congregations were not as Lutheran 
as their names and their appeals seemed to indicate. One of the 
congregations soon withdrew from Pastor Heid when his true 
Lutheranism became apparent and also St. John’s, which was deter- 
mined to be strictly Lutheran, lost some members when it adopted 
| a truly Lutheran constitution. To minister in such a community 
__where the people for more than fifteen years had most probably 
stood faithfully together amidst the hardships of pioneer life, but 
___ where now the spirits clashed because of differences in religious 
views, must have been particularly trying to a faithful pastor. 
____ It was probably a good move that, after the first storms of dis- 
___ sensions had blown over, the pastor depart from such a field. Ac- 
cordingly, Pastor Heid in 1852 accepted a call to Greenville, Dark 
County, O., a congregation which in the course of time passed over 
into the Ohio Synod. However, Pastor Heid did not leave St. John’s 
at Fryburg, as it was then called, shepherdless even for one day. 
Before his departure ,he ordained and installed his successor, Can- 
didate J. Heinrich Werfelmann, another graduate of the Fort 
Wayne seminary, Pentecost Sunday, 1852. The installation of 
Pastor Heid at Greenville did not take place until the Eighth 
Sunday after Trinity. 


| 
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sl 
Strengthening the Foundations 
Detzer and Bergt, 1852—1864 


Early in 1852 much-needed help came to Pastor Detzer ees 
on the Sunday after New Year, Candidate Adolph William Bergt 
was ordained and installed in the congregation near Centerville, — 
Williams County, by Professor Craemer. The congregation was 
St. James’s, Bryan, the first congregation organized by Detzer. Pro- 
fessor Craemer, reporting the ordination in Der Lutheraner, stated 
that “already at the seminary Bergt by the grace of God was 
a blessing among the brethren, serving them in many ways as 
a wholesome example.” This was no empty compliment. Bergt 
was an unusual man, with a unique history. He was one of the 


- Saxon immigrants, born September 18, 1811 at Burgstaedt, Saxony. 
_ There he was sent to a private school at the age of four, and when 
a year later he entered the public school of his native village, he 


already was proficient in reading. His parents had decided that he 
should become a weaver, and at the age of eleven he was already 
at the loom. When he had completed his apprenticeship, he became 
a Wanderbursche. From a Pastor Doering he for the first time 


heard the gospel of Salvation and came to the knowledge of his 
Savior. Upon his return to Burgstaedt he regularly attended the 


services of Pastor E.G. W.Keyl at Frohna, which was about 
14 hours’ walk from Burgstaedt. 

When the question of emigration was first broached among 

the Saxons, Bergt was opposed to it; but in the end he and two — 


brothers obtained the consent of their parents and joined the 


pilgrims. He made the ocean voyage on the Copernicus, and after 
tarrying in St. Louis until Pentecost, 1839, the brothers joined the 
colonists in Perry County, where they eed in Frohna. Here he 
was united in matriage with Miss Lina Schubert, but his happiness 


‘was short-lived. In 1849 his wife succumbed to cholera. It was 


this circumstance which led Bergt into the ministry. Since his 
marriage had not been blessed with children, he had no pressing 
obligations and responsibilities and so “cared for the things that 
belong to the Lord, how he might please the Lord.” After seeking 
the counsel of Pastor C.F. W. Walther, he enrolled in the sem- 
inary at Fort Wayne; and as he was a man of some means, he 
financed his ministerial training out of his own resources. 

Professor Craemer gave his mature and stable pupil the 
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Detzer was now serving St. jane s Patiad County, and 
St. John’s, Defiance, and in addition some six preaching-places. 
ae of these places were shortly organized into congregations, 
one in the vicinity of Texas; another, Zion at New Hanover, west 
of Napoleon. In 1853 Pastor Detzer removed to Defiance, but he 
continued to serve his entire field until August, when a third 
pastor came into this territory. This was Candidate Henry Koenig, 
another graduate of the Fort Wayne seminary. He was ordained 
by Pastor Detzer in Knipp’s settlement in Flatrock Township, south 
of Napoleon, in a log schoolhouse, August 14, 1853. Der 
Lutheraner mentions several congregations in Henry County. 
Among these, beside the Knipp settlement, must have been a con- 
gtegation in Damascus Township; but the location of any other 
_ congregations cannot now be determined. Texas, at the time being 
the largest town in the new pastor’s field, was chosen as place of 
residence. From this place Pastor Koenig traveled as far as Florida, 
_ another old river and canal station. He preached in Napoleon and 
_ baptized several babes there, who grew up to be honored members 
_ of St. Paul’s in Napoleon. He organized St. John’s-Michaelis near 
Florida in Defiance County. 
Meanwhile Detzer’s field in and about Defiance was growing. 
He took over another settlement, which had been served for three 
years by Pastor Knape. Detzer organized a group of Lutherans in 
this settlement on the South Ridge into St. Stephen’s Congregation 
and was formally installed there on October 2, 1853. St. John’s in 
. Defiance erected its’ first church the following year. The first 


service was held in the structure on April 14, 1854, but there was 


seats for the women, while the men stood throughout the long 


no pulpit, no pews, nor other furniture. Hewn log planks provided 
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service. The church was dedicated July 9, 1854, and the dedicatory 
sermon of Professor Craemer was so long that the service planned 
for the afternoon became a part of the morning service. Pastor — 
Detzer had to preach his sermon in the evening. | 

In July, 1854, the cholera reached Defiance and spread terror 
and death for three months. Farmers refused to lend wagons and 
teams to haul the rough boxes used for coffins to the burial ground. 
Frequently the burial of the stricken devolved altogether upon the 
cofiin-maker, the grave-digger, and the minister. This calamitous 
visitation is also reflected in the statistics. The burials reported 
by Pastor Detzer increased from nine in the previous year to wena sy 
eight in the following year. 

At the close of 1855 the territory was redivided among the 
three pastors. Detzer resigned from St. James’s, Fulton County, 

_ to concentrate his efforts upon Defiance and its environs. St. James’s 
called Pastor Koenig, and Pastor Detzer inducted him into office 
there in January, 1856. In exchange Detzer now served St. John’s- 
Michaelis, near Florida. The field was now divided according to 
counties. Detzer was serving Defiance County, Bergt Williams 
County, and Koenig Henry and Fulton Counties. ! 

June 1, 1856, Pastor Detzer had the joy of dedicating his fifth 
church. This was at St. Stephen’s, South Ridge. Pastor Koenig 
preached the dedicatory sermon on Ps. 93:5. Although the church 
was built at a cost of $350, it represented a real sacrifice and a 
genuine love for the truth of God’s Word. Several years previously 
these same people had helped build a “united” church, expecting 

_ that this structure might also serve for purely Lutheran services. 
But when the faithful Lutherans organized a congregation of their 
own, they were barred from the church which they had helped to 
build. Their joy therefore was great when they had a church all 
their own. In closing his report to Der Lutheraner, Pastor Detzer 
asked for the intercession of fellow-Christians because he had to 
contend with much malice. As a sample of such spite he related 
that in the night of June 20—21, 1855, vandals broke into St. John’s 
Church in Defiance and stole the beautiful window curtains and 
two flowering pot-plants from the altar. 

The new division of the field, however, did not continue for 
long. For some unexplained reason Pastor Koenig quit his charge 
in the summer of 1856. Dr. Sihler reported to the general con- 
vention in 1857 that Pastor Koenig had resigned from one congre- 
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gation, then deserted the remainder of his field and accepted a call 
“to a congregation which had maliciously turned away from one of 


our pastors. In addition, Pastor Koenig had asked for his dis- 
missal to the Ohio Synod. The congregation which he served 
after leaving Henry County was located in Auglaize County, where 
Pastor Werfelmann was stationed. The latter was also the pastor 
from whom the congregation in question had turned away. Pastor 
Koenig and his congregation were received into membership with 
the Ohio Synod. The affair was productive of some ill feeling and 


_was duly aired in Der Lutheraner, Vol. 15, p. 203, and Vol. 16, p. 47. 


While Pastor Koenig’s actions were disturbing the field, a new 
pastor came into the territory. This was Candidate Joseph Lehner, 
an Austrian, a graduate of the Fort Wayne seminary, who was in- 
stalled in Zion, New Hanover, Henry County, on the Sixteenth 
Sunday after Trinity, 1856. He, however, did not fill the place 
vacated by Koenig, but was the pastor of Zion only. It seems 
that the Austrian did not mix well with the “plattduetsche” 
Hanoverians. After one year Pastor Lehner accepted a call to 
Greenville, O., where he was installed November 18, 1857. After 
Pastor Lehner’s departure Zion was taken over by Pastor Knape, 


who came into this region from Defiance about 1851 and had 


organized Bethlehem Church near Okolona in 1854. * 

Upon the resignation of Pastor Koenig St. James’s, Fulton 
County, called Pastor Bergt, and he was duly inducted into office 
by Pastor Detzer on November 2, 1856. For almost seven years 
Pastor Detzer and Bergt again served the vast field of four 
counties alone. Since Henry County appeared to give greater 
promise than Williams County, Pastor Bergt removed to St. James’s, 


* In my first article, Concorpia Historica, INstiruTE QuarTeErR.y, Vol. XI, 
January, 1939, p.102, I stated that Bethlehem, Okolona, was established 1857. 
Unaccountably I got that date wrong. Bethlehem, Okolona, was organized by 
Pastor Knape in 1854, and since 1868 the Iowa Synod counted it as an Iowa Synod 
congregation. Bethlehem, Adams Ridge, was organized by Pastor Knape in 1857 
and was considered an Iowa Synod congregation since 1864. My authority for 
these dates is J. Deindoerfer, Geschichte der lowasynode. — Since writing the articles 


- I have had an opportunity to visit the cemetery of Bethlehem, Adams Ridge, where 


Pastor Knape was buried. His tombstone bears the inscription: “August F. Knape, 
born Nov. 17, 1802, died May 11, 1871.” Thus he was nine years older than 
Walther, eight years older than Wyneken, and one year younger than Sihler. 
There was undoubtedly keen rivalry between Detzer and Knape. Knape had been 
first in Defiance and at the South Ridge and was later supplanted by Detzer. 
Detzer had been first at Zion, New Hanover, Henry County, and it appears quite 
probable that Pastor Lehner was placed at Zion to hold this congregation against 
Knape’s encroachment. This plan failed when Lehner failed with the people. 
Knape was first in Ridgeville Township, but the congregation was organized by Bergt. 
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Fulton County, where a parsonage was erected for him in 1858. 
He probably organized St. Paul’s in Napoleon in 1856, if this had 
not already been done by Koenig. In 1859 Bergt organized 
St. John’s in Ridgeville Township, Henry County, and was formally 


installed there by Detzer in 1861. Churches were dedicated during 


this period at St. John’s, Ridgeville Township, September 22, 1861; 


at St. John’s-Michaelis, Florida, September 29, 1861; and at 


St. Paul’s, Flatrock, the Sunday before Christmas, 1863. These 
were no longer log but frame churches. uf tana 

_ While the work progressed successfully in this part of Henry 
and in Defiance County, it suffered elsewhere. The parish near 
Texas, O., was not included in Bergt’s field, and also Williams 
County must have suffered considerable neglect. At this time mis- 
sionaries of the newly founded Iowa Synod entered Williams 
County and repeated what Detzer had done in 1846 and 1847. 


Within a period of four years they organized four congregations 


in Williams County. In 1857 they established St. Paul’s in Bryan. 


This prevented further growth of the old St. James’s Congregation, 
_ which eventually was absorbed. In 1861 a missionary of the Iowa 


Synod organized St. John’s in Edgerton and St. Peter’s near Edon, 
which resulted in the isolation of Zion, Edgerton. The fourth con- 
gregation of the Iowa Synod was Emanuel near Ney, O. In Henry 
County the Iowa Synod a few years later took over the two Beth- 
lehem congregations organized by Pastor Knape and Zion of New 
Hanover. In Fulton County the Iowa Synod organized St. Martin’s 
in Archbold and from there extended its work to Pettisville and 
Wauseon and so limited the expansion of St. James’s. 

After almost seven years of labor against great odds, aid once 
more came to Pastors Detzer and Bergt. May 13, 1863, they were 
privileged to ordain Candidate Gottlieb Hermann Hoernicke at 
Zion near Edgerton. He was a graduate of the practical depart- 
ment of the St.Louis Seminary. Once again the entire field was 
occupied. Where Detzer twelve years before had preached at four- 
teen places, there were now ten organized congregations. All the 
congregations, with the exception of St. John’s, Defiance, were 
almost insignificantly small and pitifully weak. The Bluetezeit 
of the Church in this region still lay in the distant future, although 
it should be noted that St. John’s, Defiance, had its first teacher as 
early as 1863. His name was J.Roecker. After the arrival of 
Pastor Hoernicke the field was divided as follows: Detzer was 


_ serving St. John’s, Defiance; St. Stephen’s, South Ridge; St. John’s- 
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1864 marked the close of the ministry of Pastor Adolph 
~ William Bergt i in Northwestern Ohio. He accepted a call to the 
_ congregation Paitzdorf, Appleton, Cape Girardeau Co., Mo., where 
he was installed June 1, 1864. Although he had sith ihe min- 
istry at the age of fcicty years and served in the difficult field of 
Northwestern Ohio for twelve years, his strength was by no means 


exhausted. After fifteen years in Missouri he accepted a call to 


Nebraska, where he continued in office until 1894, when he had 


attained the age of 83 years. He preached his last sermon at the 
age of 90; and when he died, August 23, 1903, he was almost 
92 years old. He was laid to rest in Tecumseh, Nebr. 


In the two southern counties Auglaize and Van Wert there 
was no expansion during the period 1852—1864, but pastors and 
people passed through fires of affliction. In Auglaize County it ap- 
peared at one time as though the entire settlement might be 
united under one pastor again. From some contributions of Pastor 
Werfelmann to the Lutheraner it seems that he served the defected 


congtegation for about two years, hoping that it would also in 


time receive a truly Lutheran spirit and outlook. But these hopes 
were dashed to pieces upon the arrival of Pastor Koenig from 
Henry County in the Auglaize County field. Unusually much 
space was devoted to this incident in the Lutheraner in the follow- 
ing years. In one of these articles it is also mentioned that the 


true reason for Pastor Koenig’s desertion of the Henry County 


field was its extreme poverty. Pastor Koenig had requested to be 
transferred from the Maumee Valley because he had to subsist 
largely on corn bread without salt and lard. Then, when he was 
advised to stay on, probably by Dr. Sihler, he suddenly deserted 
Henry County and entered the older field of Auglaize County. 

In 1856 Pastor Werfelmann accepted the call to Zion, Van 
Wert County. He observed the same precautions as his pre- 
decessor. On the Sunday when he preached his farewell sermon, 
a candidate for the vacated pastorate was at hand, delivered a 
sermon, was called and inducted into office, all in one day. Werfel- 
mann’s successor was candidate George Reisinger, a graduate of 
the Fort Wayne seminary. He was installed September 14, 1856. 
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The following Sunday Pastor Werfelmann was installed in Zion, 
Van Wert County, by Dr. Sihler and President Wyneken. 
_ Also in Van Wert County there were problems and difficulties. 


St. Thomas’s did not get another pastor from the Missouri Synod 
after the departure of Pastor Riedel. To judge by the statistical 


report and the very incomplete church record of St. Thomas’s, this 
congregation was served for several years by Pastor Carl Adam, 
who was not connected with the Missouri Synod. In 1856 Pastor 
Streckfusz accepted a call to Trinity in Allen County, Ind., and 
was succeeded by Pastor Werfelmann. The latter again united 
the Van Wert County congregations into one parish, serving 
already in 1857 Zion, St. Thomas’s, and St. John’s near Convoy. 

During the pastorate of George Reisinger St. John’s in Au- 


glaize County erected a neat brick church, 38 < 26 feet, at a cost 


of about $1,100. It was the first brick church of the Missouri 
~ Synod in Northwestern Ohio. When the church was dedicated, on 


the Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity, 1858, the services were the 
most elaborate yet observed. A number of seminary students 
from Fort Wayne participated in the services, and no fewer than 
four pastors officiated. Pastors Reisinger and Werfelmann served 
as liturgists and Professor Fleischmann and Pastor Stuetzel 
preached in the two services. 

Pastor Reisinger served St. John’s for about six years and then 


accepted a call to St. John’s, Pekin, Ill. His successor was Pastor 


Henry Steger of Cumberland, Md., who was installed in St. John’s 
by Pastor Werfelmann the Second Sunday in Advent, 1862. 


IV : 
“The Land Shall Plenteous Fruit Bring Forth; Thy Word 
Is Rich in Blessing”’ 
18641884 | 
The period from 1845 to 1864 was truly a period of pioneer 
work for the pastors of the Missouri Synod in Northwestern Ohio. 
Immigration into the swampy forests of the Maumee Valley was 
very meager. The few Germans who had ventured into the for- 
bidding fastnesses to take up the battle with the giant trees of the 
forest above them and the ooze and mire under and about their 
feet to found a home, were too few and too heterogeneous and too 
far scattered through the woods to form strong and well-function- 


ing congregations. Often it has been said by the old-timers of this 
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on that few of the first even hardy settlers would have remained 
these woods if they had possessed the means to get out. But 
or th very reason the work of Pastors Detzer and Bergt, related 
previous chapters, looms so exceedingly large and important. 
‘@ they been like most of the spies of Israel, they would have 
deserted their posts, saying: “The land Pitch which we have 
4a gone to search it is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof.” 
But by the grace of a merciful God, Detzer and Bergt had the 
spirit and the courage and the determination of Joshua and Caleb 
and said, if not in words, then much rather with their deeds: “Let 
us go up and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 
Immediately after the close of the Civil War a freshet of im: 
_ migration from Germany to Northwestern Ohio set in, which in 
the course of the following decades took on the proportions of a 
gteat stream. In the main, too, these immigrants were a homo- 
geneous lot. A very sizable portion of them came from the parish 
of Visselhoevede in Hanover, where, in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, a genuine chatality and Lutheran atmosphere 
prevailed. Pastors Wolff and Wyneken (the latter is reported to 
have been the brother of our own “Father” Wyneken), whose 
signatures appear on many confirmation certificates of these im- 
migrants, must have been real devotees of Christian training and 
catechetical instruction. Most of the immigrants who came chiefly 
to Henry County knew Luther’s Small Catechism perfectly and 
carried in their memory a rich treasure of psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs. Even at the present time, when the last of these 
hardy immigrants prepare for their departure to a much better 
land, they astound their pastor with the ease with which they con- 
_ fess their faith and express their Christian hope in the words of 
the psalms and of the hymns of Paul Gerhardt. 


But also this period of bountiful ingathering on the part of 
the Church had its difficulties, its peculiar problems, and its dis- 
appointments. One great difficulty was created by the fact that 
two antagonizing synods, Missouri and Iowa, were working in 
_ the territory side by side and that as a result of the predestinarian 
a controversy a few congregations of the Ohio Synod were added. 
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The new immigrants were not interested in the doctrinal con- 
troversies which separated the congregations according to the 
synodical affiliations of the pastors. In a number of instances the 
congregations refused to identify themselves with any synod, pre- 
ferring to keep the status of “free” congregations. The new 
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arrivals from Germany joined whichever congregation happened to” 
be nearest; or they were influenced by the likes or dislikes of the 
person of the pastor with whom they became acquainted. This 


condition brought no advantage to any synod. Discipline was 


exceedingly difficult, frequently impossible. Members changed from 


one congregation and synod to another with the same ease, and 


sometimes for the same reason, as they would change their shoes— _ 
to relieve them of painful and unwanted pressure. Such changing 


involved no expense either, which otherwise might have carried 
some weight with these thrifty people, for the Missourische Gesang- 


buch was used at that time also in the Iowa and the Ohio con- 
gregations. While, therefore, the land began to fill and the con- 


gregations grew, the rechte Gestalt of a Christian congregation 


was seldom achieved. In the Iowa Synod the Katechumenat 
(a sort of probationary period for those desiring to become church- 


members) could not always be carried through, and in the Mis- 
souri Synod congregations, church discipline often bogged down 
when disciplined members joined a neighboring Iowa Synod 
congregation. 
Pastor A. W. Bergt’s successor in Northwestern Ohio was 
Pastor Paul Rupprecht. He had graduated from the Fort Wayne 
seminary in 1859 and served at Prairie Mount, Minn., until he 
was called to Northwestern Ohio. He was installed at St. James’s, 
Fulton County, and St. John’s, Ridgeville’ Township, June 5, 1864, 
by Pastor Detzer, who was assisted by Pastor G. H. Hoernicke of 
Williams County. The new pastor found a very extensive field, 
and whatever experience he had gathered in Minnesota could be 


put to good use here. He resided at St. James’s, Fulton County, 


and in addition served St. John’s, Ridgeville Township; St. Paul’s 
Napoleon; and St. Paul’s Flatrock. Three years later Pastor Rup- 
precht also added Williams County to his field, when Pastor Hoer- 
nicke accepted a call to Warren Tp., Marion Co., Ind., where he 
was installed September 1, 1867. The field of Pastor Rupprecht 
was far too large to be served adequately by one man, and he was 
soon given an assistant, who was to serve the congregations in 
Henry County. This assistant was Johann Peter Karrer, born 
March 17, 1838, in Swabian Bavaria, and one of the Sendlinge of 
Pfarrer Brunn in Steeden. He had come to St. Louis in 1865 to 
finish his theological training; but as he himself confessed, there 
wasn’t much finishing accomplished. Early in 1867 he came to 
Napoleon, and when later in the year Pastor Rupprecht took over 


ere arriving, and there was life and activity in the 
: fi st Karrer resided in the ‘ “country,” in Flatrock Town- 

fter a year he moved-to Napoleon. Here he dedicated 
the. Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity, 1867, with 


Achenbach of Fort Wayne and Pastor Paul Rupprecht 


ad conducted its services in private homes and then in St. John’s 
Eon Church on Sunday afternoons. The following year the 
_ congregation in Napoleon also provided its pastor with a small 
> Parsonage. 

- Karrer’s field, however, soon eam beyand the two con- 


Ss aoiels west of Ns pales which had en fannie by Danie 
eink and where Pastor Lehner had been installed in 1856, but 
which a year later was taken over by Pastor Knape, sifted a 
schism. Knape had meanwhile been succeeded by his son-in-law, 
Kaspar Strausz, who was affiliated with the Iowa Synod. The 
' schism led to the founding of St. Paul’s in the settlement, while 
a Zion, which because of Pastor Knape had been considered an Ohio 
Synod congregation, now with the consent of the Ohio Synod 
called Karrer to be its pastor. Karrer was installed in Zion the 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity, 1868, by Pastor Rupprecht. 
Pastor Karrer also conducted services again in the vicinity of 
_ Texas, where Pastor Hy. Koenig had been active as early as 1854. 
_ From St. Paul’s, founded by Pastor Strausz in Hanover Settlement, 
people began to move northeast into Freedom Township, and their 
‘pastor continued to serve them. As this new settlement grew, 
however, Pastor Strausz was so occupied in his own field, that 
he turned the new settlement over to Pastor A.Beroset of the 
Iowa Synod, who was stationed at Archbold, O. Pastor Beroset 
organized St. John’s in Freedom Township, August, 1869. On 
_ January 1, 1871, St. John’s decided to acquire some real estate, 
i erect a church, and establish a cemetery. In the spring, however, 
_ differences arising between pastor and people, presumably from 
7 the Katechumenat of the Iowa Synod, resulted in Pastor Beroset’s 
_ withdrawal from the field. The congregation appealed to Pastor 
_ Karrer for services, and on the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity, 
pi 
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1871, church and cemetery were dedicated by Pastor Karrer, the 


. Spealiet for the festival being Pastor Adam Detzer. But even before 
Pastor Karrer took over St. John’s, Freedom Township, he had 
received assistance for his large and expanding field. September — 


18, 1870, Candidate Adalbert Krafft was ordained and installed 
in St. Paul’s, Flatrock, by Pastor Detzer, assisted by Pastor Karrer. 
Pastor Krafft now served St. Paul’s, Flatrock, and St. John’s- 
Michaelis, Florida, while Karrer served St. Paul’s, Napoleon; Zion, 
Hanover Settlement; and St. John’s, Freedom Township. He also 
gave some attention to the few Lutherans in the vicinity of Texas. 

But while the work in Henry County was making rapid 
progress and was destined to become the most fruitful in the course 
of time, the older congregations, founded and served by Detzer and 


Bergt, appear to have passed through a period of storm and stress, 
of trials and troubles. There is a rather broad hint of this in the 


synodical report which states that in 1868 President Schwan of the 
Central District conducted investigations in St. James’s, Fulton 
County; St. John’s, Ridgeville Township; St. John’s, Defiance; 
and St. Stephen’s, South Ridge. This is the first record of an 
official visit in Northwestern Ohio, where work by now had been 


in progress for twenty-three years. As a result of this state of 
affairs there occurred in the early seventies a change of pastors 
in every parish of the territory. 


The first to leave was Pastor Paul Rupprecht, who accepted 
a call to Immanuel, Union Tp., Adams Co., Ind., where he was 
inducted into office on Exaudi Sunday, 1870, by Pastor G. H. 
Jaebker. His successor was Candidate J.C.L. Frese, who was 


ordained and installed at St. James’s, Fulton County, September 4, 


1870. He also served St. John’s, Ridgeville Township; St. James’s, 


Bryan; and Zion, Edgerton. The congregations in Williams 


County now took a new lease on life. Zion, Edgerton, dedicated 
its second —a frame — church in November, on the Nineteenth 
Sunday after Trinity, 1870. Pastor Karrer preached in the morning 
on John 10:22 ff. of “the Glory of an Evangelical Lutheran House 
of Worship,” and Pastor Frese in the afternoon on Ps. 93. The 
dedicatory services were enhanced by the singing of two choirs 
from “Candleville” (Kendallville), Ind., under the direction of 
Teacher Renner, and another choir from St. James’s, Fulton 
County. The collection of $16.15 was divided between Pastor 
Brunn’s Institute in Steeden and the Lutheran Hospital and the 
Lutheran Orphanage near St. Louis. Early in 1871, Sunday 
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Frese had been able to marshal three choirs for the festive occa- 
sion, all of them under his personal direction. The collection of 
$12 was given to the synodical treasury. 
Pastor Frese’s pastorate, marked by these two church dedica- 
_ tions, was exceedingly brief, only eight months. He was forced 
to resign because of ill health. He was succeeded by Pastor Adal- 
bert Krafft, who was formally inducted into office at St. James’s, 
Fulton County, and at St. John’s, Ridgeville Township, by Pastor 
Detzer on September 24, 1871. A year later Zion, Edgerton, and 
St. James’s, Bryan, received a pastor of their own, Candidate J. M. 
Hieber, who was ordained and installed at Zion on September 8, 


E 1872, by Pastor Detzer. Pastor Hieber soon added St. John’s, 
ie Sherwood, relinquished by Detzer, to his parish. 

bh As Pastor Rupprecht, so also Pastor Karrer accepted a call 
f to Indiana, to St. John, near Monroeville, Allen County, where 
fF he was installed the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity, 1871, 
. by Pastor S. F. Stock. He was succeeded by Pastor L. W. Dulitz, 
iy at one time pastor in Milwaukee and cofounder of the teachers’ 
seminary, who came to Napoleon from Huntington, Ind., and was 
installed in his Napoleon parish on June 2, 1872, by Pastor Detzer. 


The most tragic of all the changes and removals, however, was 

the resignation of Pastor Adam Detzer at Defiance. After a 
quarter of a century of pioneer work in Northwestern Ohio he 
had to relinquish the work and the field to which he had devoted 
the best years and the best efforts of his life. It seems that during 
the years of “roughing it in the woods” he had acquired a some- 
what “free and easy” attitude and manner of conduct, which be- 
came an offense in later years. In 1870 Pastor John Deindoerfer 
___ of the Iowa Synod organized St. Paul’s in Defiance, and St. John’s 
lost some members to the rival congregation. Officials of the Mis- 
souri Synod were charitable and patient with Pastor Detzer and 
provided that he receive an assistant. Accordingly Candidate 
Bernhardt Lange was called and ordained and installed at St. Ste- 
phen’s, South Ridge, August 24, 1871, by Pastor W.S. Stubnatzi 
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to be assistant pastor to Pastor Detzer. The arrangement, how- 
ever, was of short duration, for Pastor Lange early the following 
year accepted a call to Valparaiso, Ind. At this time Pastor Detzer 
himself consented to vacate his parish as soon as a successor should 
have been obtained. The congregation now called Prof. R. Lange 


of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, who, after serving some four- 
teen years as professor, was very desirous to reenter the ministry 


and, consequently, accepted the call. He was installed in Defiance 


the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1872, by Pastor W.S. Stub- 
natzi, assisted by Pastor Adam Detzer. Pastor Detzer now re- 
moved from Defiance to Illinois, a candidatus reverendi ministerit. 
But Pastor Lange’s pastorate in Defiance was altogether too 
brief. In November he received a most urgent call from Im- 
manuel Congregation in Chicago, which he felt he had to heed, 
_and there he was inducted into office December 8, 1872, by Pastor 
_ H. Wunder. His successor in Defiance was Pastor G. M. Zucker 
of Proviso, Cook Co., Ill., who was installed in St. John, Defiance, 
the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, 1873, by Pastor J. Lehner of 
New Haven, Ind. Later the same year St. Stephen, South Ridge, 
also received its own pastor, the Rev. Carl Boese of Avilla, Ind., 
who was installed by Pastor Zucker the Fifteenth Sunday after 
Trinity, 1873. 

At this time the Missouri Synod was also to enter Toledo 
anew, where twenty-five years before the work of Pastor Lochner 


had ended so abruptly and disappointingly. In April, 1873, a mem- 


ber of Pastor Trautmann’s congregation in Adrian, Mich., re- 

moved to Toledo, O. The faithful pastor continued to minister 
to this one member and his family in Toledo but soon discovered 
other German Lutherans who might be willing to join a Lutheran 
congregation. In a short time some fifty people signified their 
willingness to join in the founding of a Lutheran congregation. 
Services were now conducted every two weeks, in which besides 
Pastor Trautmann Pastor Hattstaedt of Monroe, Mich., Pastor 
Zucker of Defiance, and Pastor Iske of Ida, Mich., served as 
preachers. Matters progressed very favorably until the beginning 
of 1874, when the question of organizing a congregation and calling 
a pastor had to be decided. Now two opinions were very decidedly 


at variance. The majority wished to organize a “free” congregation 


and call a “free” pastor. They abhorred “synodical connections.” 
The minority was just as determined that a “Missouri” congregation 
be organized and a “Missouri” pastor be called. In the end each 
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what at they. were Bi ceenianl to do. The small 
oup al Trinity Congregation and called 
‘to be their pastor. He had been graduated 
department of the St.Louis Seminary in 1869 
to be pastor adjunctus of St. Paul in Chicago, where he 

sip Pastor Wunder anaes 8, 1869. _Less than a yon 


; 1874, hile his han ote Pastor aS seed 
same day Trinity of Toledo was also privileged to dedicate 
s humble house of worship. Four weeks later the congregation 
adopted a formal constitution, which was signed by seventeen 
_ members. The following day, July 20, 1874, Pastor Querl opened 
a “Gemeindeschule” in the church building, with sixteen children. 
_ By Christmas the enrolment had leaped to ninety-eight. This large 
school was conducted by the pastor alone until December, 1877, 
when Mr. J. P. Meibohm was installed as teacher. When he ac- 
cepted a call to Pittsburgh in the spring of 1880, he was succeeded 
_ by Mr. J. P. Plehn, who had the rare distinction i: serving Trinity 

___as teacher for more than fifty years — fifty-three to be exact. 
: _ Another addition to the number of Missouri congregations in 
Northwestern Ohio was made in 1875, when Pastor Carl Boese of 
St. Stephen’s organized St. John’s in Holga He conducted the 
first services on New Year’s afternoon 1875 with 72 persons in 
attendance. In June the congregation was formally organized, 
but for six years the congregation had no house of worship, not 


___ even a permanent place where it might gather for public services. 
__ At one time no setvices could be conducted for a period of five 
q months because no meeting place was available. Finally the con- 


gregation obtained permission to use a room of the public school 
____ building, and here the first class of nine persons was confirmed in 
1] 1880. The following year the congregation could joyfully dedicate 
its own house of worship, which had been erected at a cost of 
about $1,400. 
; q After Zion, Edgerton, and St. James’s, Bryan, had dedicated 
new churches, St. James’s, Fulton County, also caught the new 
spirit, although its church was not as old as those of the two sister 
___ congregations. In 1873 Pastor Krafft reported to Der Lutheraner: 
“On the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity my St. James’s Congre- 
gation had the joy of dedicating a new church to the service of 
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the Triune God. To every believer acquainted with conditions 


here the building of a new church must appear as the work of God, 
for the congregation is weak in the number of its members, has in 
the past suffered much from divisions and dissensions, is surrounded 


by sects, and has little opportunity for outward growth. Never- 
theless, the new house of God is a testimony of what God can 
accomplish through the few. The new building is constructed of 
brick, 30 by 50 feet, in Romanesque style, and has a fairly high 


frame tower, in which already hangs a 750-pound bell, which called 


the worshipers to the dedication services. Unfortunately of all the 
pastors who had been invited only Pastor Dulitz of Napoleon had 


accepted the invitation. But we were all the happier at his ap- 


pearance, because I myself was so tormented with a fierce toothache 
that I could barely officiate at the farewell service in the old build- 


ing and perform the dedicatory rite of the new one. Then I had 
to retire. Pastor Dulitz preached in the forenoon on Rev. 21:1-5 


to a large gathering, of which only a part could crowd into the new 
building. In the afternoon he preached on Matt. 4:12-17. Choirs 
helped to enhance the festive occasion with suitable anthems. 
Nothing marred the day, for God had commanded the clouds not 


‘to pour out the threatening showers until after the close of the 


festivities. May God keep our congregation in His Word, so that 
it may, like a verdant oasis, stand in the spiritual desert of the 
Anabaptist sects of this region.” 

The last of the old congregations to be mentioned is St. John’s s- 
Michaelis, near Florida. It, too, had a rejuvenation. It could rejoice 
in a daughter congregation, St. Peter’s in Florida, which was or- 
ganized by Pastor Krafft September 13, 1875. Late in 1876 Pastor 
Krafft accepted a call to Wolcottsburgh, Erie Co., N. Y., where he 
was inducted into office the Third Sunday in Advent, 1876, by 
Pastor O. Kolbe. His successor was Pastor H. Diemer of Elkhart, 
Ind., who was installed in St. James’s, Fulton County, by Pastor 
Fleielwunte of Kendallville, Indiana, on Jubilate Sunday, 1877. 
St. Peter’s in Florida dedicated its first church on Trinity Sunday, 
1880, the festival preachers being Prof. F. W.Stellhorn of Fort 
Wayne and Pastor Dulitz of Napoleon. 

In 1880 the Missouri Synod had six pastors in the northern 
field of Northwestern Ohio, who were serving sixteen congregations. 
There was a total voting membership of 455, and the number of 
souls was approximately 2,000. Pastor J. M. Hieber was serving 
St. James’s, Bryan, Zion, Rgepauin St. John’s, Sherwood. . Voting 
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s, 42. Souls Hessiaated)s 182. pases A. Diemer \ was serv- 
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ted), 312. Pastor L. Dulitz was serving St. Paul’s, Flatrock, 
St Paul’ :, Napoleon, ‘St. Paul’s and Zion in Hanover Serlemenc, 
and St. John’s in Freedom Tp. (the latter named Lueneburg by 
Pastor Dulitz). Voting members, 200. Souls (estimated), 866. 
Pastor C. Boese was serving St. Stephen’s, South Ridge, and 
St. John’s, Holgate. Voting members, 35. Souls (estimated) , 152. 
Pastor G.M. Zucker was serving St. John’s, Defiance. Voting 
members, 53. Souls (estimated), 230. Pastor H. W. Querl was 
serving Trinity, Toledo. Voting members, 53. Souls, 230. 

The ’80’s brought the predestinarian controversy between the 
Ohio and the Missouri Synod. The ’80’s also brought two con- 
gregations of the Ohio Synod into the territory where Missouri 
and Iowa had been working for about twenty-five years. In the 
’70’s St. Paul in Hanover Settlement, which had been organized as 
a result of the schism in Zion, had also turned from its organizer, 
Pastor Strausz, and appealed to Pastor Dulitz for service. By 1880, 
however, the field of Pastor Dulitz, consisting of five congregations, 
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had become too large for one man, especially since Pastor Dulitz was 
fi now an elderly man and beginning to suffer the infirmities of old 
age and ill health. Zion and St.Paul’s in the Settlement now 
decided to call a pastor all their own, but some of the animosities 
i of bygone days had not been completely forgotten. There were, 
of course, those who had found fault with Pastor Strausz and had 
i been active toward his withdrawal from the two congregations. 


There were now also those who found fault with Pastor Dulitz. 
According to an account of Pastor Dulitz the two congregations 
now appealed to the Ohio Synod to send them a few trial preachers 
in order that they might make a choice and call a pastor of the 
3 Ohio Synod. Since by this time the predestinarian controversy had 
'] reached an acute stage, the request of the congregations was granted 
7 without delay, and thus in 1882 Pastor L. Dammann of the Ohio 
i Synod became pastor of the two congregations of the Settlement. 
ia It may be of some interest to note that Pastor Dammann, during 
the years of amity between the Ohio and the Missouri Synod, had 
for a few years held membership in the Missouri Synod while 
serving the congregation at North Amherst, O., whither he had 
been called in'1875. Pastor Dammann resided in Napoleon and 
almost immediately organized Emanuel Congregation in Napoleon, 
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Pastor Dulitz. Dastor Dammann spent the remainder of his life in 
Napoleon and served the Settlement for more than thirty years. 
In the course of a few years after the arrival of Pastor 
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largely made up of such as had not found it convenient to affiliate < 
with St. Paul’s or who had become disgruntled with St. Paul’s and _ 


Dammann, Zion, which had been founded by Detzer, was absorbed — 


by the flourishing St. Paul’s Congregation. It is related that the 


first settlers clung with sentimental devotion to their log church, 


Zion, even when the building began to succumb to the ravages of 


the elements. Though these “old-timers” now attended the services 


in the new St. Paul’s Church, they requested that Pastor Dammann 
at regular intervals also conduct services in their humble Zion 
Church. There were also a few who stipulated that whatever might 
happen, they desired that their funeral be conducted from old Zion 
_ and their bodies be laid to rest in the little churchyard which they- 
and their fellow-sufferers had acquired in their poverty during the 
first hard years of their pioneering in this forbidding land. But 
some of these hardy pioneers lived too long to have even this desire. 
fulfilled. The humble log church deteriorated too fast. Even the 
tree-trunk which stood in front of the church and on the top of 
which the little church-bell had been placed in lieu of a church- 
tower, did not last as long as some of the first settlers. A heavy 
wind blew down the trunk, bell and all, and when the bell clanged 
on the ground it tolled forth the demise of this pioneer Zion in 
Henry County. 


In Williams County also several changes of pastors occurred © 


in the early ’80’s. Pastor J. M. Hieber accepted a call to Sheboygan 
Falls, Wis., being inducted into office there the Twenty-second Sun- 
day after Trinity, 1879, by Pastor G. Hild. Hieber’s successor was 


Pastor E. Stubnatzi, son of Pastor W. S. Stubnatzi of Fort Wayne. — 


He had served for three years a difficult field in the vicinity of 
Lincoln, Nebr., and came to Williams County broken in health. 
He was installed by his father July 11, 1880. But three, even 
small, congregations coupled with rather great distances and bad 
roads, proved too much for the frail young man. In the spring of 
1882 he therefore accepted a call to St. John’s, near Convoy, O. 
Again Williams County was vacant for the greater part of a year. 
Toward the end of the year Pastor H. Hunziker accepted the call 
to the vacant congregations and was duly installed by Pastor G. W. 
Schumm at Sherwood and Edgerton the First Sunday in Advent, 
1882. During the two long vacancies St. James’s near Bryan 
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more than its share of neglect. In emergencies 


first congregation founded by Pastor Detzer in 
> poe dered over to the Towa eo Sb and 
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me maa Petey, counties ee was a change in 
_ Pastor H. Diemer ree a call to ae O., where 


predecessor, c: came to rie new ee fort Elkhart, it ‘ae was 
stalled in St. James’s, Fulton County, and in St. John’s, Ridge- 
ville Tp., the Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity, 1883, by Pastor 
~ H.Hunziker. The two. congregations at Florida, Serted by Pastor 
Diemer, were added to the parish of Pastor Zucker of Defiance. 


Pastor Fischer was a somewhat unique character and became 
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'o nty. He was born in Berleburg, Westphalia, Germany, May 10, 
- 1842. He enrolled in the Gymnasium at Giessen and after his 
; graduation took a special course in law to prepare himself for the 
| civil service in Germany. He became an official of the circuit court 
_ of his native city and later in Rhenish Prussia. In 1866, at the age 
oof twenty-four, he emigrated to America with the intention of enter- 
a ‘ing the legal profession. His first occupation, however, was that 
| _ of an instructor in an Eastern college. This he relinquished for the 
_ study of theology. He enrolled in Capitol University, Columbus, 
and completed his theological training in 1871. His first charge 
__was at Milan, Ind. Five years later he became a member of the 
Missouri Synod, when he accepted a call to Zion, Gardensville, Cape 
Girardeau Co., Mo., where he was installed by Pastor F. J. Th. 
Jungck in the ‘all of 1876. A few years later he took charge of 
a congregation at Holland, Ind., and thereby reunited with the 
Ohio Synod. Here he served as Vice-President of the Western 
| District of the Joint Synod of Ohio. Because of the predestinarian 
__ controversy he severed his connection with the Ohio Synod. In 
a letter to his District President and later in an announcement 
published in Der Lutheraner he gave four reasons for the step he 
had taken. 1) The doctrine of the Missouri Synod is Scriptural. 
2) The doctrinal statements adopted by the Ohio Synod at Wheel- 
ing are unscriptural. 3) There was no valid reason for Ohio’s with- 
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ne Iowa Synod pastor at Bryan, who was 


: nidely known during the forty-two years he resided in Henry — 
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drawal from the Synodical Conference. 4) Pastor Fischer could 


-no longer be a partner to the defamation that was being heaped 


upon the Missouri Synod and its leaders. Because Pastor Fischer 
could not prevail upon the majority of his congregation to withdraw 
from the Ohio Synod, he resigned his pastorate in Holland. 

Pastor Fischer had been installed in Elkhart March 27, 1882. 
His pastorate at St. James’s and St. John’s was equally brief. 
Pastor Dulitz was no longer able to bear the burdens of his large 


field, and he frequently had to call upon his young neighbor for 


assistance. One of the last festive occasions Pastor Dulitz was 
permitted to enjoy was the dedication of a large substantial frame 
church at St. John’s in Freedom Tp., on the Twenty-sixth Sunday 
after Trinity, 1883. The festival speakers were Pastor G. Reichardt 
and again Adam Detzer, who had also preached at the dedication 


_ of the first church thirteen years ago. Late in the summer of 1884 


Pastor Dulitz resigned and removed to Detroit, where he served 
as assistant to Pastor K. L. Moll and where he died Nov. 27, 1885, 
at the age of sixty-five years. Pastor W.L. Fischer succeeded 
Pastor Dulitz and was installed in his new field the Twenty-second 
Sunday after Trinity, 1884. Pastor Fischer in turn was succeeded 
by Pastor Hy. Steger, one-time pastor at Wapakoneta, who was 
installed by Pastor Zucker Sexagesima Sunday, 1885. 

_ St. John’s in Defiance dedicated a large new brick church, 
105 by 40 feet, on the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1884. 

In the summer of 1882 Pastor H. W. Querl published an ap- 

peal in Der Lutheraner for contributions toward a new church for 
Trinity in Toledo. The original church, dedicated in 1874, was 
a humble building 24 by 40 feet and only 12 feet high to the écilbag 
Meanwhile the congregation had increased its membership from 
fifteen to seventy-four voting members, and the building also had 
to serve as school for more than hundred children. He reported 
that for many services not only the aisles, but also the entrance hall, 
the steps leading up to the pulpit, and even the sacristy were oc- 
cupied by hearers. There were instances when a part of the 
audience stood outside the windows, and some had to return to 
their homes without having had a chance to participate in the 
services. Conditions had been becoming more intolerable from 
year to year during the past five years. Even though Synod at this . 
time was building a new Seminary in St.Louis, Pastor Querl 
felt that building a new church in Toledo ought not be delayed. 
They needed a church at a cost of about $6,000, of which the con- 
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 gtegation could not hope to raise more than $2,000. The appeal 
___was endorsed by the Visitor, Pastor J. H. Jox, and by the President 
fof Synod, , Pastor H.C. Schwan. No record is available as to the 
amount of money received, but on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, 


1882, Trinity could dedicate its new church, and the President of 


; Synod was the preacher for this joyful occasion. 


Finally the early ’80’s also brought the veteran of ‘Noeth- 


western Ohio, Pastor Adam Detzer, back into this familiar ter- 


ritory. He had been considerably on the move since his resignation — 
at Defiance in 1872. In the spring of 1873 he had received a call 


to St. Stephen’s, Des Plaines, Ill., where he had served eight years. 


In 1881 he had been called to be Reiseprediger in Saunders and 
neighboring counties in Nebraska, where he was installed by, and 


associated with, his one-time colleague Pastor A. W.Bergt. The 


following year he had accepted a call to Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
It was from there that St. John’s in Holgate, which desired a pastor 
all its own, called Pastor Detzer back to Northwestern Ohio. He 
was installed in St. John’s, Holgate, the Twenty-seventh Sunday 
after Trinity, 1883, by Pastor H. W. Querl. 

The two decades from 1864 to 1884 reveal considerable progress 
despite the reverses which had to be recorded. In 1864 there were 
three pastors, serving eleven congregations. In 1884 there were, 
including Toledo, seven pastors, serving thirteen congregations. 
Two congregations, Zion, Hanover, and St. James’s, Bryan, passed 


out of existence. At the close of 1884 Pastor H. W.Querl was 


serving Trinity in Toledo; Pastor W. L. Fischer was serving 
St. Paul’s, Flatrock, St. Paul’s, Napoleon, and St. John’s, Free- 
dom Tp.; Pastor G.M. Zucker, St. John’s, Defiance, St. John’s- 
Michaelis, and St. Peter’s, Florida; Pastor H. Steger was serving 
St. James’s, Fulton Co., and St. John’s, Ridgeville Tp.; Pastor 
H. Hunziker, Zion, Edgerton, and St. John’s, Sherwood; Pastor 
C. Boese, St. Stephen’s, South Ridge, and Pastor Adam Detzer, 


- St. John’s, Holgate. 


Auglaize County. 1864—1884 


During this period St. John’s near Wapakoneta experienced 
a small increase in membership, but the work was not extended 
beyond this one congregation. Pastor Steger of Cumberland, Md., 
had succeeded Pastor Reisiger in December, 1862, and served the 
congregation until October, 1865, when he removed to Immanuel 
Congregation in Adams Co., Ind. His successor was Pastor F. J. 
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April 8, 1866, by Pastor Kuehn 6 Schumm, O. In 1871 Pastor 


~ Jungck moved to the congregation am Weisswasser, Jackson, Cape 


Girardeau Co., Mo., and was succeeded by Pastor Henry Bauer of | 
Maples, Allen! Co., inde August 27, 1871. Pastor Bauer went to 
Grand Haven, Mich., in the spring of 1875, and St. John’s remained 


vacant for almost a whole year, during which Conrector R.A. 


1882 and was succeeded by Pastor F. W.Droege of Alexandria, 
Va., on the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1882. In 1880 
St. John’s, Wapakoneta, numbered 35 voting members and 203 
souls. There were 25 children in school. A schoolhouse was built 
in 1883. : | 
Van Wert County. 1864—1884 


In Van Wert County there was more activity and expansion 
than in Auglaize County but much less than in the northern 
counties. Pastor J. H. Werfelmann terminated his activities in Van 


_ Wert in the fall of 1863, when he accepted a call to Grafton, Wis. 


His successor was Pastor Herm. Kuehn of Zanesville, O., who was 


installed the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1863, by GEL 


Jaebker. He served Zion at Schumm, St. Thomas’s at Wren, and 
St. John’s at Convoy. In 1866 St. John’s at Convoy built its first 
church. After five years Pastor Kuehn removed to Minden, near 


Indianapolis, Ind. He had two successors. St. Thomas’s and 
St. John’s called Pastor F. W. Ocestermeyer of Martins Ferry, O., 
who was installed November 29, 1868. Zion, Schumm, had the 
good fortune to obtain the services of the venerable Pastor E. G. 


W. Keyl, one of the pastors among the Saxon immigrants. He had 
been pastor at Frohna, Mo., until 1847, when he went to Milwaukee. 
In 1850 he had received an urgent call to Baltimore to be the suc- 
cessor of Wyneken. Now when the frailties of age made the work 
too burdensome for him in Baltimore, he accepted the call to Zion, 
where he was installed September 29, 1869, by Dr. Sihler. The 
Baltimore congregation, however, did a most noteworthy and praise- 
worthy thing. It continued to pay a substantial part of Pastor 
Keyl’s salary at Schumm, because Zion was too small a congregation 
adequately to support the large family of Pastor Keyl. But the 
veteran could serve Zion for only a little more than two years. 


Th. Jungck of Mishawaka, Ind., who was inducted into office 


- Bischoff of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, served as vacancy _ 
pastor. The seventh pastor of St. John’s, the Rev. F. H. Reich- 
mann, was installed on Ascension Day, 1876, by Pastor Stubnatzi of 
Fort Wayne. He removed to Town Wien, Wis., in the fall of 
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had to relinquish the work to which he 
an forty years of his life. He removed with 
0e, Mich., where he died August 4, 1872, at the “-% 


i successor at Zion was, Pastor G. Schumm, 


Bic was put ‘to ches §ecsie 4 Pa ae a suc- 
sor ceyl, they chose Pastor Schumm. He was installed 
Beievscy 4, 1872, by Pastor J. A. Fritze. 

In 1870 Pastor Oestermeyer organized Immanuel Congrega- 
tion in Van Wert with five charter members, and for a period of 
two years the services were conducted in a hall above a drug store. 
_ Pastor Oestermeyer was called to St. Paul’s, Tonawanda, N. Y., 
in the fall of 1871, and after a vacancy of about nine months was 
succeeded by Pastor G. Gruber of Warsaw, IIl., who was installed 
__ by Pastor Schumm on Trinity Sunday, 1872. The little congrega- 
tion in Van Wert now resolved to purchase a lot and erect a church. 
December 29, 1872, the little church could be dedicated. Two ser- 
vices were held, at which Pastors Gruber and Schumm preached. — 
In 1874 Immanuel became a member congregation of the Mis- 
 souri Synod. 

In 1880 Pastor Gruber’s parish of three congregations, 
_ St. Thomas’s, St. John’s, and Immanuel, numbered 45 voting mem- 

bers, 310 souls, and 50 children of school age. Zion at Schumm 
hat 31 voting members, 172 souls, and 31 schoolchildren. 

In the spring of 1881 Immanuel at Van Wert received its first 
resident pastor, when the Rev. E. Jehn, who had been assistant 
pastor at Zanesville, O., was installed on Misericordias Domini 
Sunday by Pastor Gruber. Already at the beginning of 1879 

- Pastor Schumm had removed to Kendallville, Ind., and had been 
succeeded by Pastor G.F.Seemeyer of Rochester, Ind., being in- 
stalled February 16, 1879, by Pastor G. Spiegel. In the fall of 1881 

_ Pastor Gruber also left Van Wert County to accept a call to Utica, 

_ Seward Co., Nebr., and was succeeded by Pastor F. W. Franke of 

~ Delhi, Ont., Can., who was inducted into office at St. Thomas’s the 

_ Third Sunday in Advent, 1881. Pastor Franke had been a member 

of the Canada Synod but had become a member of the Missouri 
Synod in 1873. 

A year later St. John’s at Convoy also received its first resident 

pastor, the Rev. E. Stubnatzi of Edgerton, O., who was installed on 


96 | CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY = 


Sunday Quasimodogeniti, 1882, by Pastor E. Jehn. When Pastor 
Jehn terminated his pastorate at Immanuel in 1882 a long vacancy 
occurred, which was supplied by Pastor Franke until the installation 
of Pastor F. Zagel of Juliette, Ind., on the Twenty-fourth Sunday 
after Trinity, 1883. About the same time Pastor Franke removed 
to Trinity in Adams Tp., Allen Co., Ind., and was succeeded by 
Candidate R.F.Kunschick, who was ordained and installed in 
St. Thomas’s by Pastor Seemeyer on the Twenty-sixth Sunday after 
Trinity, 1883. Thus in the course of twenty years Van Wert 
County had gained one congregation and three pastors. | 

(To be continued) . 
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NOTICE — 


It will interest our members and friends to know that the Board 
of Directors of our Institute is preparing to build a museum at 
Concordia Seminary with funds made available for this purpose 
in the will of the late Louis H. Waltke, first president of our 
organization, and through the kindness of the Waltke family. 

W. G. Potack 
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